BEES

National Honey Show-Eighty years young

Brenda Davies wishes the show a happy birthday and hopes for many happy retums

IS OCTOBER and later this manth the
MNational Honey Show will ba celebrating its
80th show and baskeepars from home and
abroad wil be gatherng logsther in Surrey
from Oetobar 27-29 16 anjoy this last major
beekeeping event of the year,

The National Honey Show is unique. It is a
national show, an intarnational show and has
rmini-shows for several counties all rolled into
ona. It is probably the biggest honey show in
the world with international classes making it
the best display of honey and aplary products
that you are ikely fo see anywhens,

This year has besn a good hansy year and
the numker of entries should be high so there
should be plenty to see on the show benches.
But the National Haney Show isn't just about
competitive classas, thers are lots of other
things happaning during tha threa day show.

If you are & new beekeaper and have joined
a recognised beakssping association batwean
August 2010 and the end of July this year,
‘you may have been sent an e-mail inviting you
to apply for a ticket to the shaw for the
reduced rate of £5. This is a good offer. Most
new beekeepers have absolutely no idea what
the show s about or that keeping bess can
Isad 1o 50 many other interesting things to da.
So if you are & new beekeeper, why not take
up this genarous offer to go along 1o sea for
‘yoursedf what cther beekeepers get up to in
their spare time?

Although called the National Honay Show,
the show classes include far more than just
Jars af honey. All aspects of beakeaping can,
and do, have a competitive side and you will
find classes for most of them hers.

W Judging & candke class
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W Two willing judges test tha baer.

There are nearly 250 classes in this years
schedule Including extracted honey, comb
haney, sections, wax, candles, mead, honay
beear, photography, neadlework, handicrafts
and even beskeeping Imentions. You can
downioad the show schedula and find out
miore datails from www honeyshow.co uk.

Cwring the life of the National Honey Show
there have been many changes refiecting the
way that beskeepers and beakeaping have
afterad over the years. New classes are added
from time to tima such as the recent addition
of a class for honey bear. Although this class
was restricted to commercially available beers
it still created a lot of
interest amaong
visiting beeksepers.
So this year there will
be another new class
for two botties of honey bear, any style, but
not commercially available (Class 42). The first
prize is £10 so it is sure to prove a popular
class with home brewers and probably with
the judges too.

Two more interesting new classes ars open
only o apiaries sited on Mational Trust
properties and managed through the Bee Part
of It initiative. Under this initiative the National
Trust has introduced 45 new honey bee
ecolonies at various locations all around the
country. Every hive has been adopted by a
BBC Local Radio station, as wall as by the
BEBC in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland,
You can find out more at nationaltrust.ong.uk.
The show is hald at St. George's Collegs in
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Weybridge which has its own theatre with
proper tiered seating. Each day the thaatre will
Ibe used for lectures by leading speakers from
around the world. This year's line-up includes
Tom Seeley from the USA who will be giving &
diffarant lecture on each of the threa days,
Keld Brandstrup from Denmark, who will be
giving two differant lectures and Erk
Osterund from Sweden whe will also be
giving two |Bctures,

Other speakers include Michasl Mac Giolla
‘Goda from Ireland as well as Robert Pickard
and Nigel Raine both from the UK. You will
need to check the websita or the schedule to

sae which lectures are on

‘This year has been a good honey which days athough as
year and the number of entries
should be high’

always these things are
subject to change.

A fairly recent innovation
1o the show has baen the introduction of
wiorkshops designed to help less experiencad
‘competitors improve their skills in the art of
exhibiting. This addition 1o the show has
proved so popular that the workshops have
now been expandsd to includs crafts and
other things of interast such as help with
baekeaping axams.

In the exam werkshops Val Francis will be
Ipoking at exam preparation and exam
techniques, Margaret Thomas will unraval the
mysteries of Modula 1 and Tom Saiter and
John Hendrie will explain the standards
needed to pass the Basic and Ganeral
Husbandry Assessments.

This year the show will ba opanad by Dinah
Sweet who is president of the Weish
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Beekeepers' Association. Dinah will also be
running a workshop entitled 'Mead Making
from Start to Drinking' which as the name
suggests will cover all aspects of making
mead. Other workshops available include Peter
Schollick's popular 'Preparing Honey for the
Show Bench', Jill Tinsiey on 'The Art of Honey
and Wax Displays for Shows’, Terry Clare on
‘Sections/Frames to the Show Case’ and Peter
Matthews and Enid Brown will explain 'Honey
Judging Techniquas'. Dr Sara Robb wil ba
Iback to show how to "Make Your Own
Tolletries', you can join Martin Buckls in ‘Skep
Making' or Dennis Ryan ‘Candle Making', Alan
Potter's micreacopy workshops will ook at
'Disease Ildentification’ and "Honeybee
Dissaction' whils Andy Padlay will halp
associations understand 'Health and Safety”
requiremants and risk assessmants.

‘Workshops last for 2% hours and must be
booked In advance. Because of the limited
‘space avallable, the number of places in each
warkshop wil be imited to allow for discussion
and ta ensure each parson recelves propar
attention. if you would like to attend a
waorkshop you can book either onling at
hittg://snipur . com/23jde or by calling 07729
424002. There wil be a £5 non-returnable
booking fee per workshop to help pravent
spaces baing booked and not taken up.

For some worksheps there will be an
additional cost for materials. For enguiries
small: nationalhaneyshow@gmall.com or
telephone as above. Bookings will be taken
from September 1.

If you would ke 1o enter exhibits for the
show but are not able to defiver your entries in
person you can send them by post.
Altermatively if you can gst them to Northem
Bee Books in Hebden Bridge or to any English
kranch of Thornes they will deliver them for
you as they will be transporting their trade
stands to the show.

The Trade Hal is a very popular part of this
honey show and few beekeepers can resist &
ittla bit of retall therapy while thay ars there. It

W The Smalholder Shield at the back of all the trophies
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is a good time to stock up with al soris.
beekaeping equipment and perhaps do some
early Christmas shopping too.

If you are & regular competitor at small honey
shows you will be used to putting your honey
ars on the show banch yoursedf but at this
show it is different. At the National Honey
Show tha judges will ba judging not just what
is in the jar but also the actual appearance of
the jar itself. For staging purposas the jars
must be given 1o a steward who will be
wearing cotton gloves s0 as not to leave any
fingarprints on the jars. So polish the jars well
before you hand them over.

If you ara & visitor to tha show than be awere
that you are not allowed to touch the exhibits.
When | visitad the National for the first time |
did just that and | was ficked off good and
proper by a steward.

First timers to the show may be surprised not
0 see any prize cards indicating the prize
winning exhibits, But with so many classes and
50 many prize cards the system proved to be
unsatistactory and easily muddied.

So instead of looking for the cards 10 sea
whe has won you need to look for the little
atars instead. Stick-on stars in different colours
indicate the prize winners in each class and
there is a master card by each ciass with all
the necessary detalls.

Prize cards have not been done away with
altogather and if you are one of the lucky ones,
your cards can be collected, with your prize
manay from the information stand from tha
sacond day of the show.

The Smallhoider County Challenge Shield will
again have pride of place on the trophy table.
It will be won by tha county beskeeping
association gaining the mast points in the open
classes nine fa 88.

The Smallhalder Shield is the ultimate test in
oombined showmanship. Yorkshire won it last
year and they will be doing their best to retain
it. Will the Smallhoider Shieid be going back
with the Yorkshire beekeepers again? We'll
have to wait and see B
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B Honey judge checking for impurities in the jar

Further information.

The B0th National Honey Show will be held
at St. Georga's Collegs, Weybridge Road,
Addlestone, Surrey KT15 208 from October
27-29.

How to get to there:

By road via M25. Leave the M25 at Junction
11, markad Chansey, and from th sip roac
follow the signs o Weybridge. At the
roundabout taks the third turning, the A317 to
Waybridge. At the next roundabout tumn left
into the college.

By road via Woking. Take the A320; follow
the signs to Addiestone, continue through the
town, over the level crossing, unt the
roundabout. The college entrance is on the
far sids.

By bus. The bus from Heathrow to Woking
passes the college gates. There are local
buses connecting with Weybridge stc.

By radl, There are et least four trains per
hour from Lendon Wataroo sither directly vie
Staines or with one change via Weybridge to
Addiestons station which is a 10 minute walk
from the college. Main line servicas from the
South West connect through Weybridge.
Thena are several underground changes along
the route.

Local diractions. The main read entrance to
St George's College Is right on tha
roundabout (A317). The college has a one-
way system, follow the road around to the
left, you will arrive at a barrier which will open
automatically, take the next FAight into the car
parking arca W

M Keep up to date with smallholding issues
by logging on to smallholder.co.uk
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