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SwarmsThere are many reasons you may need or want to move bees.The collection of a swarm maybe just across your garden or it may be several miles away.A swarm is usually collected in a cardboard box or empty nucleus and apart from ensuring that the bees can not escape, the actual transportation is fairly easily carried out in the boot of a car.
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Moving house A house move may require relocation of your apiary site, especially if you are moving too far to be able to make regular visits throughout the beekeeping season.
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Creating an out apiaryAn out apiary can be very useful, especially if a member of your family have suffered a severe reaction to bee stings or you have too many colonies at your site for the amount of forage available. You may also like to have an out apiary to enjoy more variety in your honey crops.Many land owners and farmers welcome honey bee colonies on their land and will often contact local beekeeping clubs with offers of potential sites.Firstly you would want to do a site evaluation to ensure that the hives will be secure, away from farm animals, sheltered, with good forage and a water supply nearby.Good access is a must for the beekeeper!
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ForageMoving colonies throughout the year to make use of abundant sources of forage can be beneficial for farmers who require their crops to be pollinated as well as the beekeeper getting a bumper crop of honey.It is not unusual for bee farmers to move bee hives to fields of oil seed rape or hills covered in heather.This is a great way to produce high yields of single variety honey which can fetch a premium price at market.An option to do this may also increase the foraging season for your colony since OSR is one of the early crops and heather is a late crop in August.
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Avoiding pesticides and herbicidesHaving good relations with neighbouring farmers can be very useful to find out what they plan to spray and when they intend to do it.BeeConnected is a new scheme to connect beekeepers and farmers, introduced by the NFU. It operates on a two-way communication process whereby farmers and spray operators are invited to register, identify their fields and, in just a few simple clicks, inform local beekeepers when they intend to spray an insecticide in particular fields. Bee farmers and beekeepers across the country are being encouraged to register and plot the location of their hives, whether permanently or temporarily placed. Beekeepers will receive a notification when a farmer within their locality (up to a maximum of 5km) is undertaking a spray event within that vicinity. The beekeeper will then be in an informed position to decide what action, if any, to take.
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How far?A colony should be moved less than 3 feet or greater than 3 miles
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Setting up the site ready to install a hiveIf possible prepare the area by cutting down any long grass, over hanging branches and any trip hazards. Then prepare the ground to get a level base at a good working height on which to place your hive. Using a permanent base that will not rot nor subject the hive to unnecessary dampness, such as bricks or breeze blocks will help to stop any movement or subsidence.
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Route planningIt is a really good idea to plan your route. It is probable that you will be transporting your hives in the dark or twilight.Bumpy and twisty roads give the driver more to consider and can be tiring. Roadworks could increase travel time significantly. Narrow lanes could cause sudden braking and reversing. When carrying livestock a straight forward route is far less stressful.
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KitA few extra bits of kit are required when moving a hive.You will need a method of transporting your hive if you are not strong enough to carry it from your vehicle to the desired location. A simple wheel barrow and some wood cut-offs, to keep the hive horizontal works perfectly well. But there are also special hive trucks for sale.A travelling screen, this one is made using 2 queen excluders either side of a piece of open mesh fabric. It is also possible to buy a travelling screen directly from companies such as Thornes.Duct tape is used to seal all possible gaps and keep an entrance block in place.Ratchet straps ensure the hive stays together as one piece during the move.A water spray bottle for use during the vehicle transportation of the hive.
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Hive / Colony selectionThe selection really depends on why you are moving the bees.If you are setting up an out apiary, selection according to traits such as low swarming instinct and non-aggression would certainly be desirable.If you are looking to make the most from a crop, such as oil seed rape or heather, it is really important that the colony has been prepared prior to the move. This would include building up the colony to maximise foragers ready to take advantage of the nectar. A new queen would reduce the chance of the colony swarming, which is more likely when there is a good flow on.
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Preparation of the hiveThe preparation can start during the daytime, by removing the roof, crown board and supers (leaving supers on can increase the lifting weight significantly if there is already honey stored). Then place the travel screen over the top of either the queen excluder (if you are going to put supers on once the hive is installed in the new location). An open mesh floor is advisable to ensure optimum ventilation.Tape up all joins using duct or gaffer tape and then use straps to secure the whole structure, including the floor.At dusk when all of the flying bees have returned home, the entrance can be closed up. Insert an entrance blocker, a piece of foam, fabric or tissue into the entrance and cover with tape.The hive is now ready to be moved.
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TransportationThe hives can be moved either in a vehicle or strapped down to a trailer, either way, they should be secured to prevent any unnecessary movementMove the hives between dusk and dawn to avoid the warm part of the day as well as ensuring the hive is closed for the minimum duration.It is important that the hive is placed in a way such that the frames run back to front of the vehicle to avoid them swinging into each other during acceleration and braking, which could cause damage to sealed brood, kill bees and even crush your queen.
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Locating the hiveIt is always preferable if access can be made by a motor vehicle to within a few metres to allow for the easy transport of equipment.As the hive is preferably sited either late evening or before sunrise, it is very important that a safe access is established. A twisted ankle or a turned over cart / wheelbarrow would be disastrous. There are specialised hive carts that make moving the colony by foot easy, as the hive will be in the correct vertical position when it is being pushed.However, with a wide enough wheelbarrow and a few pieces of wood, it is quite simple to replicate this without the need to store a large piece of beekeeping equipment. If the ground is reasonably flat a wheelbarrow is useful. Carrying heavy equipment over long distances or over rough ground could cause injury and should be avoided. 
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Finishing touchesOnce you have the hive in place open the entrance.Remove the straps. The travel screen can be removed and replaced with a super, crown board and roof. Finally remove the gaffer tape.The job is complete!
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HelpLifting bee hives is a heavy business.A friend with a bee suit will be quite an asset
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